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ON A MISSION IN MARRAKECH ; 56

“Shooting at the unusual Fellah Hotel, where tourists, artists, intellectuals and
villagers meet and share ideas, was a rich and intense experience,” says
photographer Matthieu Salvaing about this new kind of holiday

resort, which doubles as an arts and community center. Contributing editor
Dana Thomas also soaked in the richness of the hotel's environment.
“Conversation with the artists and writers in residence over mint tea at the
poolside lounge was fascinating,” she says. “Though we were only 10 miles
from the hustle and bustle of cosmopolitan Marrakech, what the

owners of this unique hotel created was a universe away, deeply

and most definitely in the country and part of the life of the village.”
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“Interaction with
the village is the
highest priority.”

Houria Afoufou and Redha
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Moroccos newest dreamlike
retreat is an artist’s residence,
a library and literacy center,
and a preschool for local
children. Come to the Fellah
Hotel, where guests get a
ierving of culture and creativity,
along with the fine amenities

BY

Wall Street Journal
Magazine

DANA

Y ESTLED IN AN ANCIENT VILLAGE at the foot
of the Atlas Mountains is one of Morocco's
most remarkable luxury resorts. The Fellah

A Hotel, a cluster of mud-colored buildings
surrounded by lush palm gardens and olive groves,
is not merely a lovely getaway. It’s also home to Dar
al-Ma'miin, a nonprofit arts center dedicated to bring-
ing international contemporary art to Morocco, as
well as Moroccan and Arab culture to the local com-
munity and the developed world. The couple behind
the project—Redha Moali, a French-born 38-year-old
of Algerian descent, and his wife, Houria Afoufou, a
Casablanca-born actress raised in France—wanted to
create a place steeped in culture and creativity that
could do good works, “But we needed a way to finance
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it—a good business plan,” Moali explains. *
the equation we figured out.”

Four vears ago, as international stock
crashed and the financial crisis set in, M
worked as a stockbroker in Geneva, became fi
finance. “I could no longer live with my colle:
couldn't wait to spend their bonuses on ney
and other expensive things they didn't need
to break from all of that.”

Feeling the pull of their North African ro
and Afoufou visited an 1l-acre property .
Afoufou’s family in Tassoultante, a farmi
half an hour outside of Marrakech. Thou;
had any experience as hoteliers or philan
they bought the land and began construc
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