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The Fellalh offers a hyper-mithentic

minderne Morocen hotel experienoe—
with a fovis on focal ants and cdfone

s Sunday brunch dime ar the Fellah Hored, a 20-minuce
drive outside of Marrakech, and the scene is lively, Guests
are lounging around the pool on sun beds made from lo-
cal woods with rough, marmral cotmn cushions. Drinking
cotfee in the open-sided vestaurant, which spills toward the
|1|1|1'.. is the Pellahs owner, Bedha Moali, with a shaved head
and harem pants. He's with 2 Spanish aesdemic and a3 Parisian
curatar Other arvses, writers and Casablanca socalites, dressed
meore Acne than Hermis, snack on Moroccan food cooked up
i a pnn'.'=1|.'|-.: shiack ';:h}' Tauwicn and his '-'r'iEl:'. |J4.|]i.i;1. |l:li.':1|:~ E'.rr.:-m
the adjacent Berber 1'i|'.agl'. Tassoultante. Mone ot the sial wear
uniforms; Touco has on old Ray Bans and, at 53 years old, looks
insouciantly hip. Beyond the pool & the hotel iself {plain ar-
l.-_-“Tf:[l_lr:.‘ wirl'l '|r:||:|i'.i:||'|.:|. .'l‘i'l'ﬂlf.'lu'n'k.r El..i-ﬂl‘;'l W:l]ll. M:!'_'llj ﬁl'."."\-

departures.com

The poal ad ihé Felloh Hadal,
inMaorrshach, and ane of
the property’s villos (below]

in suites, vinrage furmioure left over from when Morocco was
still a French protecrorare) and its gardens (austere, peppered
with cacri. with donkeys and goats occupying wooden corrals),
Farmland surrounds the properctys 11 rural acres,

The scene bears zevo resemblance to the dipped lawns in the
Falmerawe |:l:||||:| grove, oo the other side of Mamakach, or the
opulent poal at La Mamounia, where the comfortably chic have
always gathered—rmen in their Vilebrequin bathing suies, women
red il.lg Paris Miareds from behind |.’|!",.".:l.' Perrin frames. Bue then the
J'¢||.1|'|, which translates as "|.'-:.'.|.':u|:|1." Was |.'lle|l '-'|-'iT-!1 the nation of
upserting Moroccan culoral clichés. “Modern Morocoo is morally
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dilterene from the Crriencalist tradition,”
says Moali, “even if the tourism industry
likes 1o support that impression.”

A former banker of Algerian descent
raised in Pares, Moali is using the Fellah o
llustrare the = af a 2 | st-century [5-
lamic country for what it 15, as opposed o
souks, belly dancers, Islamic fundamen-
alism and the fic-for-royalty ambiance of
che Palmieraie.

For the Fellah is more than a hotel. In is
a place where artists from all over the wordd
come tooworl on fe-tonth residencies
through Moali's establishment of Unesco-
suppacted Dar al-Ma'miln, 1 nonprofir ares
cenier thai DOCUPIEE Qb8 of ten willas an
the grounds. Dhuring their smy, arriss are
Ejrl.'n access o Dlar al-Mamiins conoem-
porary glass-walled library of some 9,000
texts, Lowcals pop in vo b vo read. There
are visiting leceurers who deliver weekend
sezalons in multipls languages in subjects
ranging from poerry o the influence of the
diaspora on Morth African art,

While Mopali's culoural efforms are ad-
mirable, for service-sensitive guescs, there
are, admirtedly, elements that grate, The
policy of 100 percent local employment
in the hotel 15 commendable, bur it means
the polish is hardly Swiss. The design
has some oddball I:""'E chui in the }ligh-
v:¢iling-:d suites. And in the land of slows-
cooked meats, the almond ragine, mope
crunchy than succulent, tastes like a mis
ﬁn: in "-'.-|}|'|I:|.':|||E:-|.|:ar}' Mowroccan CLISIne o~

Bar these are kinks, and Moali, who
lived in (reneva for ten years, is enough
nf a -'iﬂ?hiitil.'J.[: o worl them out. Clyr
advice therefore is 1o take the Pellah on
its own terms—a place where the on-the-
ground community, from the local village
tor the Mormocans who drap by, 15 learning
1o embrace the new Maghreb, the think-
I8, CTILICE, COnEMpaTary artiss and J_'-|:||.1
-’-‘g,--l-r-lhl! rs who creare the Fellah's partici-
lar, and convincing, personality.

Hogwics start ab SS9 Bowee de Oiride,
Tenomftanir, . 30 21 205250-a5000;
Sellat-fared con,
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London's Olrar Geldsmith
mrvd L& -based CHiver Pes-
alus T hun-clq. rhipre
gy Rigt gl rirsl rsrmezs anod
adt tellcewings: The founders
af gach inspired thair st of
kin to creafa W RHA s e,
Claire Geldimiths romes-
sske collection (15 4ll Saints
A, Landhan: clakegaldusith
cove) referancas her grat-
g-’indr-ll.hur':.. classic Brgish
:.'.:.II-P with colarful uprabes
ta frames, like the Bailey
[fop §4a45) Garrett Leight
Californta Optical (145 5 La
Bria Ava, LA gorrebbeighe
sy wae parted by the
sor ot Cliver Peoples’ Larny
Leight. Hasses like the GL
i TL Ma 2 {nghk, f45o) are
Fin LA e=ir pired
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Aurelie Bidermann has Deen daniing in precious meatals
fOr Years, niat Mg Ner \ace . IS and Teat BN NBCKIACES In 18-karat
Q0K With ner new 50-piece collection, the French desianer
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hﬂmlnﬂmmH“m“ L4 REGOLA &7, & recontly cpaned thren-sulte bed-and-breakfast just stops from the Camso de’ Fior, i
a place where guests 2an do aa the Remane de, It run by & fashlonable and well-cennectad pair of lkalians (be's from Reew, she'’s a Puglla
trascplant} whe croste tailar-mada, in-the-keaw insrarles cemposed of visis to cbacurs historic sites, apera apeaings. locol foced marbits
and abf-the-radar nuhibits at Favoribe galleries. Hooma start of $250; Yie df Santa Marfo in Meaticelll, 67y 3954/ 800 35ar laregoladzcom.
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