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AN ECLECTIC RETREAT REDHA MOALT'S THE SHANGHAI DUO
ON NATAI BEACH MOROCCAN ENCLAVE ON HOTEL DESIGN

W =~ SENTOSA ISLAND +« JING AN SHANGRI-LA + MIRA MOON = HONG KONG + SIR ALBERT -~ AMSTERDAM




Fellah Hotel
Marrakech
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HOTEL REVIEW

BELOW: The rich, red excavated 2arth was integrated into the concrete mix used to coves the
builfings. Furaitere and decorations are a mie of bespabe ebamants, retro fumishings and found-

items seurced from souks in Marrakech and Casablanca
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» water features. Water flows continuously
aver the edge of black square metal forms
which rise about one metre above the ground,
but deceprively the acrual water depth inside is
only hand deep.

In a similar monumental vein are the villas,
each built to the same plan. “Modernisz, with
gestures based on volume and straight lines,”
describes Maoali before continuing with a
lament about the difficultics of getting straight
lines built in Moroceo

He was also surprised at the scale of
excavaton for the foundasons each villa has
basement rooms with dugout terraces.[o
compensare, the rich, red excavated earth was
integrated into the concrete mix used tw cover
the buildings, It was also used to create berms,
overgrown with prickly pears, that provide
natural privacy between the villss

These massif structures are brutalist and free
from ornamentation unlike the crenulations
that top neighbouring dwellings. Slot windows
with funcuonal Crirall-like mewl frames
and solid shutters are deep-set in thick walls,
while large overhangs provide shade. Clearly
both are done in the name of moderating
the region's high temperatures and yet the
air-conditioning appears an afterthought with
wall-mounted units, Each villa does have a
small dome, the only external embellishment
besides the occasional vertical strip of mosaic
that marries well with the tall cacti and palms
of the gardens.

And the spacious interiors? The shadow-
gaps are an architect’s dream whik wall
finishes are made from a raditenal limestone
plaster called radelake. Decoration is a
comfortng if haphazard mix of bespoke
elements, retro furnishings and found-items
sourced from souks in Marrakech and >




» Casablanca. Conceived by Moali and his
former partner, the villas wonderfully cross
the ages from the arabesque and calligraphic
stucco motifs surrounding bathroom mirrors,
to the anakogue radios and Art Deco-style wall
lamps. The stunning working tables are covered
in shining folded metal secured with small
pins. Ingeniously, and in a somewhat rustc
manner, their interiors contain a mini-bar and
wireless internet router, Many rooms have both
a shaded terrace and their own wood-burning
fireplaces. All have large bathrooms lined with
richly coloured, enamel.covered zellige tiles.
Supporting the duality of luxury and
imperfection are a host of contradictions
from this maverick hotelser. T'he bibliotheque
is packed with weighty tomes but includes
a children’s library, The privacy of guests is
el against access to that library for all locals.
The gravitas of the architecture is challenged
by a wee-house and ‘sbandoned” canary

yellow Merce in the gardens. The grand piano
in the restaurant area is next o stools made
from bound bales of straw. The gold and red
Thai-inspired interiors of the Wart Po spa and
statues of Budkiba are reached through Istamic
pointed-horseshoz archways. The ultra-kitsch
art works of plastic figurines, cuddly children's
teys and Christmas lights are juxtaposed
against a tonal architectural print of the
curvaceous fnmmereble Libersé (Liberty Building)
by Léonard Morandi in Casablanca.

Moali wants Fellah to be judged on its
positive effects and not merely its profitability,
His desire to nurture the culwral element of
Dar al-Ma’miin ensures ongoing investment
in Fellah, Every hotel project is a risk but the
market will Jove Fellah’s paradoxical narure.
Iis differences and sense of escapism driven
by the grounded and imperfect experience will
be remembered far Jonger than yet another of
Marrakech's fine luxury hotels, 8
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Owner / Oparater: Sar Mexi Dedesae
Architect: Mabamed Bachini, DFLG
Desigmer: Radha Moo
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